
FY2018
ANNUAL REPORT



HER JUSTICE MISSION

Her Justice stands 
with women 
living in poverty 
in New York City 
by recruiting and 
mentoring volunteer 
lawyers to provide 
free legal help to 
address individual 
and systemic legal 
barriers.  

“From the day he moved out, 
he just turned his back on the 
kids, me, and that was it. If I 
didn’t have Her Justice, I don’t 
know where I would be.”

Abigay
Her Justice client



2018 HIGHLIGHTS

Our 25th anniversary year has seen some 
wonderful milestones thanks to all of you—
4,636 women (vs. 3,466 last year) and 4,437 
children received free services from 1,804 
legal volunteers; we surpassed our goal at the 
Annual Photography Auction & Benefit; the 
Junior Advisory Board once again hosted a 
sold-out smash Red Party, and we conducted 
more community outreach than ever before.   
 
We also launched a monthly newsletter, 
revamped our website, appeared in multiple 
media outlets, held Breakfast Briefings on 
timely issues featuring thought leaders in 
intersecting domains, and much more.  

The headlines of this last year have been 
the news at Her Justice as well. Over a third 
of the women we helped came to us for 
immigration assistance. All of those clients 
are seeking safety from abuse in the United 
States. As the federal government made 
continuous changes last year to immigration 
law and policy, we had to re-evaluate many 
ongoing cases and field calls from volunteer 
lawyers worried about the impact of these 
changes on their clients.   

When Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) started arresting people in courthouses, 
it had a chilling effect on all of our foreign-
born clients. Some clients chose to avoid the 
legal process altogether—too afraid of ICE to 
seek an order of protection against a batterer. 
So we joined a broad coalition of groups 
urging the NYS Court Administration to 
protect litigants from this form of intimidation.  
 

Her Justice Director of Legal Services, Hamra Ahmad, advocates for removing ICE 
from the courts.



A partner at Willkie, Farr & 
Gallagher LLP, founder  
Cathy Douglass knew 
very little about domestic 
violence, but felt she needed 
to address an unmet need. 
With an initial $75,000 in 
funding from Willkie, Network 
for Women’s Services was 
incorporated in 1993 and 
Cathy embarked on the 
journey of a lifetime.

Women living in poverty have faced historic discrimination in the legal system, often because they do not 
have a lawyer to help tell their stories. Child support cases are a particular challenge, with more than 90% 
of litigants going in front of judges alone. Without a lawyer, many clients would only receive the state-
mandated minimum payment of just $25 per month. So we launched a court-watching project to better 
understand how to improve the child support practices and policies impacting this vulnerable population.   

Just as the #MeToo movement gives agency to women who have been victimized by men in power, the 
Her Justice ‘Pro Bono First’ model provides the clout of a private lawyer to women who would otherwise 
go unheard. To explore how #MeToo is impacting our profession, we partnered with Thomson Reuters 
this year to hold an ongoing series of roundtable conversations with leaders in the legal field. 

A heartfelt thanks goes to all of our steadfast donors, supporters, volunteers, staff, Board members, 
Corporate Partners, and friends, without whom we could never accomplish so much. As we enter our 
second quarter of a century, do come with us as we continue to shift the power to the extraordinary 
and resilient clients we serve every day. 



“So many times I wanted to kill 
myself. I felt like, if I go back 
home, I can’t face the victim I 
was there. I was 12 when they 
raped me. That was always  
my thought until I spoke to  
Her Justice. They gave me hope.”

Yolanda 
Her Justice client

“Obtaining custody of my 
children was one of the best 
days of my life. The lawyers 
hand-held me throughout, 
made sure that I was 
getting what I needed. It’s 
empowerment, it’s claiming 
yourself again.”

Esther 
Her Justice client



WE SERVE WOMEN IN ALL 
FIVE BOROUGHS OF NYC

Queens 29%

Bronx 24%

Manhattan 16%

Staten Island 
2%

Brooklyn 26%

Other areas 3%

55% Hispanic
9% White (Not Hispanic) 

8% Asian or Pacific Islander, 
South Asian, East Asian

3% Native American, Other
55%

55% of Her Justice clients were born outside of the U.S.

73% of Her Justice clients are mothers.

80% of Her Justice clients are survivors of 
intimate partner violence.

73% 80%

WHO WE SERVE
IN FISCAL YEAR 2018

Two out of every five Her Justice clients 
(40%) cannot access the legal system 
without an interpreter (vs. 28% last year).

25% Black (Not Hispanic), 
African-American, 
Caribbean, African

TYPE OF SERVICE PROVIDED

Referrals  
1%

Advice and 
counsel 
45%

Brief services 
3%

Full representation  
in court 51%

Other 
1%

Matrimonial 
35%

Family 
27%

Immigration 
37%

SUBJECT MATTER OF SERVICE PROVIDED



2018 CHILD SUPPORT COURT WATCHING PROJECT 

Her Justice launched the Child Support Court Watching Project, in conjunction with the Fund for  
Modern Courts, to gather data and information about parents’ experiences of Family Court. Child  
support is critically important to children and parents, particularly mothers: it lifts children out of poverty, 
and promotes fairness between parents in bearing the costs of raising their children. Yet parents often 
navigate the courts alone which makes it challenging to obtain fair child support awards. This project 
aims to shine a light on urgent issues of access to justice in the New York Family Court system which 
often are invisible even to lawyers and policy-makers.
 
This past year we conducted four trainings for law firm associates, law students, and other volunteers on 
the basics of child support and court watching. Volunteers observed more than 600 court proceedings, 
providing valuable insights that will form the basis of a report to be shared with court administrators.  
We hope that the report will encourage dialogue and action among lawyers and policy-makers aimed at 
improving outcomes for parents in child support cases in Family Court.   



HER JUSTICE SHIFTS THE POWER

Her Justice lawyers13

 legal volunteers

MENTORED

1,804

women and children

SERVING

9,073

donated hours

FOR A TOTAL OF 

76,400
VALUED AT 

$41,063,176



2018 FINANCIALS
FISCAL YEAR 2018 (JULY 1, 2017 - JUNE 30, 2018)

OPERATING REVENUES

Individuals $ 1,143,327

Law Firms $ 1,748,993

Corporations $ 990,969

Foundations $ 553,129

Government $ 890,408

Interest/Other Income $ 50,847

Total Operating Revenues        $

Donated Legal Services            $

          5,377,673         

        41,063,176*

TOTAL REVENUE           $ 46,440,849

OPERATING EXPENSES

Legal/Program Services $ 3,833,434

Fundraising/Communications $ 344,948

Management/General $ 565,419

Total Operating Expenses	    $         

Donated Legal Services      $ 

    4,743,801  

41,063,176*

TOTAL EXPENSES         $ 46,472,225

Event Expenses $ 665,248

Total Assets $ 4,933,545

Total Liabilities $ 385,368

Total Net Assets $ 4,548,177

NET INCOME   $     (31,376)

HOW OUR 
FUNDS ARE 

SPENT

WHERE OUR 
FUNDS COME 

FROM

Other Income 
1%

Foundations 
10%

Government 
17%

Corporations 
18% Individuals 

21%

Law Firms 
33%

Fundraising/Communications 
7%

Management/General  
12%

Legal/Program Services 
81%

*Unaudited as of October 2018



“What stands out for me was an early board meeting when a 
client came to speak about her experience with Her Justice. 
She said she found herself in a waiting area that was comfortable, that she was then 
escorted into a large conference room and offered coffee and a bite to eat, and then her 
two attorneys arrived to speak with her. She told us that for the first time in a long time she 
knew this experience was going to be different. She knew she wasn’t just a number, that she 
wasn’t alone, that she had a real, professional team on her side. She said she began to have 
hope. I don’t think any of us listening to her that day had ever imagined how impactful the 
Her Justice experience could be even before any legal services were rendered.” 

Ginny Arcari
Founding Her Justice Board Member, 
first Board Chair, and later Board Treasurer



“Working as an extern at Her Justice helped 
me to grow my wings and fly as an attorney. 
Pro Bono work makes an impact, on the lawyers who do it, 

and the clients for whom those lawyers work. Pro Bono work 

has changed my life, and opened so many doors for me and 

the clients I’ve had the pleasure to serve.” 

Amanda Giglio, Associate 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Telephone intake   
60%

Community outreach  
10%

Family Justice 
Centers    
30%

referrals and 
legal information

HOW CLIENTS FIND HER JUSTICE

RELAUNCHED LIVE HELP LINE

client calls resulted in

2,347 27%
immediate consultations 
with an attorney

73%



Every year since 1996, 
Her Justice has held a gala 
event featuring an auction 
of the works of some of 
the foremost contemporary 
American photographers. 
Since 2003, we also have 
honored an outstanding 
member of the City’s legal or 
business community who has 
made a lifetime commitment 
to promoting access to 
justice for all New Yorkers. 



$100,000+

City of New York
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
IOLA Fund of the State of New York
New York State Unified Court System
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

$50,000–$99,000

The A.D. Philanthropic Fund
Booth Ferris Foundation
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
The Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation, Inc.
NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
PJT Partners
Sidley Austin LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

$25,000–$49,999

AIG
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
AlixPartners
Allen & Overy LLP
Alvarez & Marsal
Ankura Consulting Group, LLC
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP
Boies Schiller Flexner
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Ernst & Young
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Houlihan Lokey
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
Jones Day
JRM Construction Management
Kekst and Company
King & Spalding LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
MBIA Foundation Inc.
MBIA/National Public Finance
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
Millstein & Co., L.P.
The New York Community Trust 
Orrick
Quest Turnaround Advisors, LLC
Seward & Kissel LLP
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Togut, Segal & Segal LLP
Venable LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

White & Case LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Zolfo Cooper

$15,000–$24,999

The Alice Lawrence Foundation
Assured Guaranty
BakerHostetler
Berkeley Research Group, LLC
Brown Rudnick LLP
Centerview Partners LLC
Citi
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Davidson Kempner Capital Management
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dentons
Dewey & LeBoeuf Secured Lender Trust
Evercore
Finsbury
The Fortin Foundation of Florida, Inc.
FTI Consulting, Inc.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Greenhill
The Guardian Life Insurance Company of 		
   America 
Holwell Shuster & Goldberg LLP
The Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Jean and Louis Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP
KCC
Kroll
Latham & Watkins LLP
Lazard
Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc.
Moelis & Company
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
The New York Bar Foundation 
Nour Foundation
Oaktree Capital Management, L.P.
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP
Paul Hastings LLP
Perella Weinberg Partners
Pfizer Inc
Prime Clerk
Proskauer Rose LLP
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
RBC Capital Markets
Rothschild & Co
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Selendy & Gay PLLC
Sitrick And Company
Stonehill Capital Management
SVPGlobal
Verizon
Vinson & Elkins LLP

Women’s Sports Foundation
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

$5,000–$14,999

American Academy of Matrimonial 
   Lawyers Foundation
Appaloosa Management, L.P.
B. Riley & Co.
Baker McKenzie
BC Partners LLP
Centerbridge Partners, L.P.
Chilmark Partners
Christian Dior Couture
Contrarian Capital Management, L.L.C.
Covington & Burling LLP
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Drivetrain, LLC
Gerard B. Lambert Foundation
The Goldberg/Nash Family Foundation
Goldin Associates, LLC
Governors Lane LP
Grant Thornton LLP
Guggenheim Securities
Huron Consulting Group
Jefferies LLC
K2 Intelligence
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
The Lostritto Family Foundation
McDermott Will & Emery Charitable 
   Foundation
McKinsey & Co.
MetLife Foundation Volunteer Project 
   Fund
Miller Buckfire & Co., LLC
Perkins + Will
Reorg Research, Inc.
Sontag Advisory, LLC
Stroz Friedberg LLC
Thomson Reuters
Voya Financial
Winston & Strawn LLP

$1,000–$4,999 

American Express Foundation
Arcturus Publishing Limited
Arent Fox LLP
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
BMC Group, Inc.
Crowell & Moring LLP
Donlin, Recano & Company, Inc.
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Epiq Systems, Inc.
Farrell Fritz, P.C.
The Fledgling Fund 
Foley & Lardner LLP

Fragomen Worldwide
Garden City Group, LLC
Golenbock Eiseman Assor Bell & Peskoe LLP
The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. 
Hunting Hill Global Capital LLC
Kobre & Kim LLP
The Links, Incorporated, Greater New 
   York Chapter
Luskin, Stern, & Eisler LLP
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Metzger-Price Fund, Inc.
National Basketball Association
Of A Kind 
Opportune LLP
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Pantheon Ventures
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Research Foundation of The City
   University of New York  
Rust Omni
The Ruth & Seymour Klein Foundation, Inc. 
Twin Haven Capital Partners, LLC

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

SPECIAL THANKS to our  
Story by Story® 2017 Hosts 

RXR Realty
The Helmsley Building
230 Park Avenue

WITH GRATITUDE



Special thanks to the individuals and galleries who donated art to our  
2018 Annual Photography Auction & Benefit

ART DONORS

Wendy Burton
Elinor Carucci
Howard T. Cash
John Chiara
Elizabeth Chiles
Kate Cordsen
Mirah Curzer
Elena Dorfman
Doug DuBois
Jeremy Frechette
Sally Gall
Kris Graves
George Gruel
Bob Gruen

GALLERIES AND OTHER DONORS 

Orly Cogan and Robert Mann
Edwynn Houk Gallery
Howard Greenberg Gallery
Julie Saul Gallery
Billie Jean King and Ilana Kloss
Lee Marks Fine Art
Ruth Orkin Photo Archive
Staley-Wise Gallery
Yancey Richardson Gallery
Yossi Milo Gallery, New York

Gail Albert Halaban
Stephen Harmon
Kay Hickman
E.A. Kahane
Peter Kayafas
Bernie Kessler
Daniel Kramer
Natalie Krick
Barney Kulok
Gillian Laub
Matthew Leifheit
Mark A. Lewis
Jeff Chien-Hsing Liao
Susan Meiselas

Melissa O’Shaughnessy
Rachel Perry
Richard Renaldi
Joshua Ruban
Sasha Rudensky
Kathy Ryan
Tabitha Soren
Tema Stauffer
Kenneth R. Weinberg
Todd Weinstein
Drew Wiedemann
Melissa Fry Wiedemann
Amani Willett
Steve Zuckerman

ART DONORS

At the 2018 Annual 
Photography Auction 
& Benefit, we honored 
Kelley Cornish (center), 
Partner, Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP, and Her 
Justice Executive Director, 
Amy Barasch (2nd from 
R), welcomed special 
guests the Hon. Shelley 
C. Chapman (L), Billie 
Jean King (2nd from L) 
and Nicolle Wallace (R).



$50,000+

Dale and Max Berger  
Catherine J. Douglass and Bruce P. Dohrenwend
Joy and Steven M. Zelin

$25,000–$49,999

Paul M. Basta
Kelley A. Cornish
Theanne and Matthew Feldman
Susan Cook and Drew Fine
Mary and Alok Singh 

$10,000–$24,999

Lori and Jeffrey A. Brodsky
Allison and Timothy Coleman
Patricia Ferrari and Andrew Jánszky
Adrienne and Edward J. Goldthorpe
Beth Ann and David Greenwald
Jacqueline and Gary T. Holtzer
Kim Koopersmith and William J. Borner
Izumi Hara and David N. Koschik
Laura and Kevin Lavin
Paul D. Leake
Ivan R. Lehon
Millicent and Darin McAtee
Carolyn and Jim Millstein
Kathryn A. Reavis and David Strohm
Eric M. Rosof
Roopesh K. Shah
Jonathan K. Youngwood
Karen and Ken Ziman

$2,500–$9,999

Lee Attanasio  
Laura Z. Barket
Christopher Belelieu
Michael Benn
Veronica DeBerardine Bennett and Bruce C. Bennett
Cynthia and Kevin Blauch
Ronen A. Bojmel
Lauren B. Connell
Catherine V. Curry and Andrés V. Gil
Luc A. Despins
Lee G. Dunst
Maria Cilenti and Michael Embler
Arianne Golub
Danai J. Gurira
Karen and Peter Jakes
Cathy M. Kaplan
Kerry and John P. Keyser
Harold J. Koda and Alan W. Kornberg
Zanda J. Lynn
Aimee and William Maroney
Marilyn and Robert Mazur
Mary Elizabeth McGarry
Michelle McGreal
Abby and Bruce Mendelsohn

Annette L. Nazareth and Roger W. Ferguson, Jr.
Tina Novogratz
Cynthia Smith and Gregory Petrick
Evelyn L. and Jeffrey S. Sabin
Emily T. Farber and Adam L. Shpeen
Charity Shumway and Gregory M. Starner
Amanda A. Lin and Nathan C. Thomas
Louise V. and Alan S. Weil
Susan M. Whelan
Gina Zeitlin

$1,000–$2,499

Terri D. Austin
Patrick Bartels
Gerald C. Bender
Jessica C. K. Boelter
Michael G. Burke
Jack Butler
Heather Casteel
Shelley and Paul Chapman
Beverly and Herbert Chase
Sarah and Douglas Cogan
Lori and Edward Cohen
Anthony D’Agostino
Debra A. Dandeneau and Jeffrey E. Matchen
John Davenport
James Doak
Loren and Thomas F. Donino
Christine C. Douglass
Michelle Eikrem
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin
Garrett A. Fail
Amy R. Fine
Daniel Friedman
Jesse Furman
Katherine Gallagher
Maxine and Theodore Geller
Diane Genova
Nina Germain and Will Germain
Dona Gilbertson
Cecilia A. Glass
Marcia and Mark Goldstein
Elaine and Anthony Grillo
Sally and Jat Gullapalli
Sean A. Gumbs
Daniel J. Guyder
James Hallowell
Daniel Han
Constance D. Harvard
Elana Hashman
Kathryn M. Heleniak
Rita A. Hernandez
David Hess
Lea and Ian D. Highet
Holly L. Horn
Carla Hughson-Schmidt
Greg Hunt
John G. Hutchinson
Peter A. Irwin
Emily D. Johnson

Denise Kaloudis
Daniel Kamensky
Robert M. Kaufman
Yukako Kawata
Denise and Alexander M. Kaye
Joseph Kennedy
Leslie M. Mazza and Robert J. Kheel
Deidre and Matthew Kimble
Billie Jean King
Ilana Kloss
John J. Lavelle
Nancy L. Lazar
Elizabeth and Gavin Leckie
Andrea and Erik Lisher
Kim Malavolta
Lucy C. Malcolm
Mia Marais and Johannes Hanekom
Jacqueline Marcus
Elizabeth F. Maringer and Jay A. Shiland
Keith McGregor
Ian J. McLellan
Erin E. McLeod
Cathy McNamara
Cary J. Meer
Pauline K. Morgan
Kimberly Short and Richard W. Morgner
Patricia A. Murphy
Julie A. North
John B. O’Connell
Lisa and Michael O’Hara
Christine A. Okike
Esperanza and Stelios Papadopoulos
Laurie and David Pauker
Nicole Pereira
Benjamin R. Pickering
Charles J. Queenan
Briana Richards
Carey Shea Roberts
Ross Rosenfelt
Sang K. Yi and Helfried J. Schwarz
Suvarna Shah
Steven D. Simms
Parry D. Sorensen
George B. South
Jane and Lloyd A. Sprung
Stuart Subotnick
Nicholas Suellentrop
Aidan Synnott
Marilyn Takefman
Robyn Tarnofsky and Antony L. Ryan
Harriet and Myron Trepper
Joe White
Nanar and Anthony A. Yoseloff
Henry Zhu

Anonymous Contributions: $26,105.20

3,966 donations under $1,000 totaling $376,194.42

INDIVIDUAL DONORS



“It changed my 
life; it changed my 
daughter’s life.”
Her Justice client



COMMUNITY ACTIVITY MAP

HER JUSTICE IN THE COMMUNITY
To identify and assist women who would otherwise be isolated and underserved, Her Justice reached almost 
500 individuals in diverse communities with 48 neighborhood events such as ‘Know Your Rights’ presentations, 
local information meetings, clinics, workshops and resource fairs about Her Justice services. These events 
brought much-needed legal information and resources relating to rights and remedies under immigration and 
family law to residents of all five boroughs of New York City (see map).

Her Justice staff (2nd & 3rd from right) at the Korean-American Immigration Forum



In 1995, Jacqueline (Jackie) Ekoumilong (R) showed 
up with her baby at the offices of Network for Women’s 
Services. Jackie was the wife of a diplomat from 
Cameroon who had started seeing another woman and 
become abusive, withholding access to his salary and 
threatening to kidnap their son. Without any resources, 
Jackie turned to Network for Women’s Services after 
being referred by a neighbor. Her volunteer attorney, 
Lynn Judell (L), took the courageous step of confronting 
the diplomat at the embassy and what ensued was 
somewhat of an international thriller. Jackie eventually 
became a U.S. citizen with sole custody of her son.



2018 Annual Photography Auction & Benefit 
raises $2.2MM

Most successful Red Party  
to date raises $190K Standing with immigrants all year

Insider tours of NYC courts with Her Justice staff, 
friends and the Hon. J. Machelle Sweeting

The Moth Community Program (front row) 
trained our clients in the art of storytelling

Celebrating our dedicated volunteers at the 
Commitment to Justice Awards

2018 HIGHLIGHTS

Photo: Sue Nilsson
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