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THE HER JUSTICE NATURALIZATION PROGRAM

“To have such close client contact, to have someone actually relying upon you
for help, advocacy and advice is an incredible personal and professional growth
experience. Her Justice challenged us to be better lawyers, and with our client
and her daughter’s future at stake, we were forced to rise to the challenge.”
— Volunteer Attorney at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Her Justice recruits, trains and mentors teams of volunteer attorneys and legal assistants at major
law firms to provide crucial immigration assistance to battered women and their children.
Volunteers provide life-altering assistance to some of the most at-risk individuals living in New
York City through the Her Justice Naturalization Program.

The Role of Her Justice!

Staff Attorneys at Her Justice conduct trainings for volunteers handling Naturalization cases. We
require all members of the volunteer teams from our law firms — supervising partners, associates,
and legal assistants alike — to attend a live training or to view a pre-recorded training and to
review the Her Justice Naturalization Training Manual. CLE credit is provided to attorneys for
the trainings (either live or video), as well as for their actual pro bono representation of clients.

After conflict checks have been conducted, Her Justice forwards client case files, which include
case descriptions and copies of clients’ documents, to participating firms. Where possible, this is
done prior to the training. This enables new legal teams to process the information they receive
at our CLE training with their clients’ specific circumstances in mind.

Her Justice Staff Attorneys provide ongoing mentoring to the volunteer legal team. Each case is
assigned a Her Justice mentor. Mentors review, edit and approve all applications and
communications before they are filed with USCIS. This is an evolving area of practice, with
frequent changes in administrative practice and law, so our commitment is to pass along relevant
information about substantive and procedural changes at USCIS to teams handling these
immigration law cases to help obtain the best outcome for clients.

The Role of the Volunteer Attorney

Her Justice connects female-identified and gender non-conforming individuals who are eligible
to apply for Naturalization with pro bono attorneys who are eager to learn a new area of law and
to make a positive difference for clients who desire to become US Citizens. Many of these
individuals have gained their Lawful Permanent Residency because they are or have been victims
of domestic violence or other crimes. These immigration cases are non-litigated and done on
submission to USCIS. The volunteer attorneys represent individual clients on petitions for
Naturalization enabling them to become US Citizens.

! Please also refer to the “Working with Her Justice Clients” FAQ



It is likely that the attorney-client relationship will last at least 12-18 months?, until USCIS has
adjudicated the case and the petitioner naturalizes. Although the Naturalization process may take
over 18 months, the total number of active hours spent on these cases is most likely 10-15 hours.

Law students enrolled in an accredited law school, or a law graduate who is not yet admitted to
the bar, may represent an immigration client referred by Her Justice as part of the legal team
under the direct supervision of an admitted attorney from the law firm. At all times, an admitted
attorney from the law firm must be the client’s attorney of record and must review and sign all
papers.

The legal team will handle:

e Conducting in-depth interviews with their clients® to establish her eligibility for
Naturalization;

e Preparing and filing initial applications with USCIS for a client;

e Accompanying the client to an interview at USCIS; and

e Securing US Citizenship for the client.

USING THE HER JUSTICE TRAINING MANUAL

This manual, in conjunction with the Her Justice Naturalization Training is designed to give you:

e Sample completed forms, applications, and cover letters;

e A basic knowledge of immigration law and procedure as it applies to filing a
Naturalization Application to USCIS on behalf of your client;

e The ability to counsel your client on what to expect throughout the Naturalization
process; and

e Relevant policy memoranda from USCIS and a list of resources so that you can easily
conduct research or obtain the answer to your question(s).

This manual will not make you an expert. However, it will allow you to effectively represent a
client in a Naturalization petition so that she may acquire US Citizenship. In most instances, the
manual will be able to answer basic questions you may have about how to complete USCIS
immigration forms, what to do next in your case, and what evidence to include to support your
client’s petition. The manual is intended to serve as a desk reference on how to prepare a
Naturalization petition. We hope this manual is helpful to you in your representation of a client
through Her Justice. If you have any feedback or suggestions for improvement, please contact
Jnanayoga Gross, Immigration Paralegal, at JGross@herjustice.org or 646-442-1194.

2 This time frame is according to the latest dates given by USCIS for Naturalization adjudications.

3 Many of the clients are victims of domestic violence or crime therefore special sensitivity is required to represent
an immigrant client who has been the victim. Refer your client to counseling, where appropriate, after discussing
the issues with your mentor. See Section on “What Do I Need To Know About Domestic Violence And
Representing Battered Immigrant Women And Children Safely And Ethically?”



As you read this manual, keep in mind the following:

Immigration forms should be downloaded through the USCIS website at
www.uscis.gov. The forms included in this manual may not be the most current version.
USCIS is constantly revising immigration forms and you should use the most current
version posted on their website. The USCIS website is also a valuable resource for
general information and policy memoranda.

Working with a survivor of domestic violence requires patience and understanding.
Understanding how you feel as a result of working with a battered woman is just as
important as understanding how she felt during her relationship with her batterer and
after. The articles and information in this manual will help you prepare for your client
meetings and inform you of concerns specific to domestic violence survivors. Please
make sure to read this section of the manual carefully and to consult with your Her
Justice mentor where appropriate.

Your Her Justice mentor is here to help. It is critical to keep in regular contact with your Her
Justice mentor and to allow them time to review your client’s petition prior to filing. Your
mentor can help spot additional issues and provide necessary guidance throughout the case.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: WORKING WITH HER JUSTICE CLIENTS

Thank you for taking a pro bono case through Her Justice. We hope the following frequently asked questions will
help guide your representation and troubleshoot some common challenges in pro bono work. Our manuals
provide additional information and guidance specific to each type of case in our program. Of course, your mentor
is always available to answer questions about legal strategy and client expectations as your case progresses.

1. Whatis my firm’s relationship with Her Justice for the purpose of this matter?

Her Justice is a consultant to the firm. We provide mentoring, training, sample documents, and will also review
any written materials that you produce in the case. When we put a client on our waitlist, we explain to her that
she will be represented directly by a firm, and that we will act as consultants to her lawyers. We assert attorney-
client privilege over our direct communications with clients and over our communications with our pro bono
teams.

We recommend that you explain this relationship to your client at your initial meeting so that she can be reminded
of our relationship with the firm, and understand that the firm should be her main point of contact going forward.

We recommend that Her Justice be described in your retainer agreement as an outside consultant with whom you

may have privileged and confidential discussions.

2. This is my first pro bono client and | don’t feel like | understand her perspective on the case. What should |
do?

Our clients come from a wide range of backgrounds, religions, ethnicities, nationalities, faces, and family
structures. Some clients have personal customs and traditions that may not be familiar to you. Educate yourself
on cultural sensitivity so that your client feels comfortable from the outset of the representation and trusts you
with sensitive information. Reserve judgment and check your expectations. It’s possible your client was involved
in an arranged marriage and lacks what seems like basic information about her husband. It's possible that your
client is not comfortable telling a male attorney about sexual abuse. It’s possible that what sounds like a standard
visitation schedule will not be acceptable to your client because it interferes with strict religious observance. Your
client may have strong opinions about how her children dress or wear their hair, and may ask that these
specifications be part of a settlement agreement. The Her Justice attorney who assessed the client and helped her
prepare for the pro bono representation will be able to education the team and provide context about the client’s
background so that you can provide culturally competent legal assistance. If your mentor did not assess the client,
your mentor will put you in touch with the attorney who did. In some cases, Her Justice also may connect you to
culturally-specific organizations that do advocacy work for specific populations in New York City.

3. What s required if my client and | do not speak the same languages?

We are extremely grateful to firms that take cases for non-English speakers, who are even less likely to have access
to justice than our similarly-situated English-speaking clients.

Think creatively about who can act as an interpreter for your client. Firm employees—attorneys and support
staff—may be able to act as an interpreter for phone calls and short meetings even if they are not actively
representing the client. For longer, more complex meetings, or for languages that are less common in a law firm
setting, a professional interpreter may be required. Some interpreters offer their services at a discounted rate for
pro bono cases, if you ask. Confirm with your client that she understands the interpreter’s dialect at the outset of
your meeting. Do not use children, friends, or family members for interpretation. At the Family and Supreme
Courts, arrange in advance for a court interpreter for languages other than Spanish. When using an interpreter,



make eye contact with the client, rather than the interpreter, pausing frequently to allow for the most accurate
interpretation.

4. What special considerations are there for working with domestic violence survivors?

All of our immigration clients and the vast majority of our family/matrimonial clients self-identify as survivors of
domestic violence. We encourage all pro bono attorneys to watch our domestic violence training video for
guidance on effective and compassionate representation for domestic violence survivors. Your mentor can send
you a private link to view this training at your convenience from your desk.

5. What special considerations are there for working with transgender clients?

Our transgender clients face additional hurdles in seeking access to justice. Itis important to make your office a
safe and welcoming environment for transgender clients. When you arrange for an initial in-person meeting, find
out if your client’s photo ID matches her name and gender. If not, make arrangements with your security desk so
that the client can avoid embarrassment and confusion upon arrival. If possible, greet your client in the lobby so
that you can go through security and come upstairs together. Use a conference room that is convenient to a
gender-neutral or all-gender restroom, if possible, but of course, transgender clients should be free to use non-
gendered facilities. Confirm your client’s name and pronoun, and use these both in conversation and in all legal
documents. Her Justice has relationships with several legal organizations devoted exclusively to LGBTQ issues and
would be happy to connect you with these partners for further information and guidance.

6. What special considerations are there for working with clients with physical or cognitive disabilities?

A good guiding principle is not to assume that your client needs help. Offer assistance only if she appears to need
it, and ask how best to assist if she asks for help. Your mentor at Her Justice can provide more specific advice,
including a detailed guide from a peer organization with expertise in this area. Please speak to your mentor if this
is an issue in your representation.

7.l am having trouble getting in contact my client. What should | do?

We emphasize to clients that your time is valuable, and that they must be responsive to their pro bono attorney’s
calls, and respectful of attorney time. It is important for attorneys, however, to remember that Her Justice clients
typically fall within 200% of the federal poverty line (approximately $30,000 for a household of one) and are
juggling multiple urgent needs. Many of our clients have pre-paid cell phones, and are unable to call you back or
listen to your voicemail if they have run out of minutes. Many of our clients work at jobs that do not allow them to
have regular phone access during the day. Many are not computer literate or do not have the technology at home
or work to check email regularly. Most of our clients are survivors of domestic violence, and their ability to call
your office safely may be compromised at times.

Call the client a couple of times (if it is safe to do so), rather than waiting for her to call you back. When you meet
with the client for the first time, ask if she has multiple phone numbers or an alternate contact in the event that
there is an urgent issue in the case and you are having trouble reaching her (for example, a trusted family
member). If it safe to do so, after several attempts at contact by phone and email, send the client a hard copy
letter asking for her to contact your office upon receipt. Contact your Her Justice mentor for more strategies for
effective communication with your client.

8. My client has been late to meetings or hasn’t shown up to court or my office. What should | do?

We empbhasize to clients that they should call you if they need to change or cancel their appointment, or if they are
running late. It is helpful if the pro bono attorneys understand that it is not unusual for a client to have trouble
keeping an appointment. It could be that the client has a new, more urgent issue to attend to (an eviction, a
health crisis, or a safety issue). It could be that the client does not have money for a roundtrip subway ride, cannot



afford to miss work, or is afraid to ask for time off for the appointment, out of embarrassment or fear of losing her
job.

Consider whether the firm could pay for a car service or a Metrocard for the client if transportation is a barrier to
effective representation. Plan to meet up early on the day of a court appearance, taking into account the
likelihood of the client needing extra time to get to court from home with everything she needs and childcare in
place. At your first meeting with the client, ask her about her work and childcare schedules so you can select
meeting dates and times that are easy to keep. If applicable, for example, if your case will involve court
appearances, tell the client that she should expect to meet with you or attend court during business hours, and
that she will have to ask for time off from work or arrange for childcare in order to do so. These expectations
should be clear at the outset of the case so that the client can plan and does not feel surprised or overwhelmed
later on. We thank you for your patience and compassion, and encourage you to use your time with your client
efficiently, to keep the number of meetings manageable.

9. My client wants me to help with a new case or another issue. What should | tell her?

Remember that your firm is retained only for a specific case, and your retainer agreement should state the scope
of the representation simply and specifically. For Family Court cases, we recommend that you specify the docket
number for your case, as you are not obligated to represent the client on future violation and modification
petitions. We do not recommend that the firm take on additional cases for a client without consulting with Her
Justice or another legal services organization, if the new case is unrelated to family, matrimonial, or immigration
work.

Be consistent with the client and maintain appropriate boundaries, remembering that you are her attorney for a
discreet issue, and cannot provide social work services or unrelated legal services (for more information on these
services, see Question 9, below). If the client has new legal issues, contact Her Justice for a new intake for the
client. Itis possible that Her Justice can provide advice or an appropriate referral. If the new issue is one that we
would consider for our waitlist, we can discuss whether the firm would like to expand its representation to include
the new case (for example, the client now has an order of protection case in addition to a child support case).

10. I think my client needs to talk to a counselor or social worker. What should | do?

The litigation process can be very stressful and upsetting for clients. Many clients have underlying mental health
concerns, such as depression or post-traumatic stress disorder, or would benefit from extra support in making
decisions about the trajectory of their cases. Contact your mentor about connecting your client to the in-house
social worker at Her Justice. If your client is a survivor of domestic violence or elder abuse, she also qualifies for
services at a New York City Family Justice Center (FJC). Your mentor can assist with making a referral. Many
clients already have case managers assigned at their local FIC.

11. How can get | get up to speed on the substantive law that affects my case?

Our manuals provide an overview of the relevant law for each type of case that we mentor. In addition, we offer
live and video trainings on every type of case, plus some additional advanced topics such as child support
enforcement and division of pensions in a litigated divorce. It is imperative that you attend or view the relevant
training before you start the case so that you are competent to answer basic questions that your client will have at
the first meeting. Your mentor is available to answer your substantive law questions and provide guidance on any
research you need to conduct, once you have viewed the training and reviewed our manual.

12. | have a trial coming up in the Family or Supreme Court and | don’t know where to begin. What should |
do?

Getting courtroom experience as the lead attorney is one reason that pro bono attorneys and leadership at their
firms, seek out our cases. Our staff attorneys have personally litigated many cases, but we are primarily your
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consultants on substantive law, client management, and case strategy, rather than trial advocacy skills. For
general litigation practice skills (for example, understanding hearsay, entering exhibits into evidence, and
conducting cross examination), remember that your firm'’s litigation department has in-house expertise and
resources in addition to the knowledge we can provide.

13. I am going on secondment, parental or other extended leave, or leaving the firm—what happens to my
client? Can Her Justice take the case back?

The client has retained your firm, not any individual attorney, for pro bono representation. Her Justice is a pro-
bono-first organization. With a relatively small staff of attorneys, we are able to mentor thousands of cases a year
because the firms represent the clients directly, aided by our training and mentoring. Because of this leverage
model, usually it is not possible for Her Justice to take the case back.

Although it is possible to take on a client as an attorney working alone, it is best if the client has two associates in
addition to a supervising partner. This will allow each attorney to accommodate very busy times for billable work,
and allows for seamless transition of cases in the event that an attorney leaves the firm for any reason. If you are
leaving, it is imperative that you find a replacement attorney at the firm before you go. The client should meet her
new attorney with you, ideally in person, before you leave, and the new attorney should take possession of all files
and materials. Contact Her Justice right away if you are leaving the firm for any significant period of time.
Ultimately, when a pro bono attorney is no longer available to the client, it is the responsibility of the firm to re-
staff the case.

14. My case has changed, and my firm has concerns about handling it. What should | do?

If your firm has taken an uncontested divorce that has become contested, and the firm has a policy against pro-
bono contested matrimonial work, speak with your mentor immediately about your options.

If your contested divorce or support case requires the firm to send discovery requests to a billable client, such as a
bank or other financial institution, speak with your mentor about any concerns that the firm may have. In some
cases, the information may be sought without a subpoena, and sometimes a relationship partner is called upon to
let the billable client know that this is a pro bono matter that is not related to the billable work.
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Disclaimer:

The materials in this guide are for informational purposes only. The use
of information contained in this guide does not constitute legal advice.
Any reliance on the information contained herein is solely at the reader’s own risk.
We make the best effort to include up-to-date and accurate information in all our
publications. However, immigration laws, forms, fees, regulations, procedures
and policies are constantly changing, sometimes even retroactively, and the
information contained herein may not necessarily be complete or correct on
the date of publication. Please consult an authorized immigration law expert
before making any decisions or taking any actions that might affect your
U.S. immigration status.

Reprinting:

Your organization can reproduce copies of our publications for further
distribution to employees, members or students as long as no changes are
made and credit is given to CUNY Citizenship Now! Commercial use, sale or
distribution is prohibited.

Revised: October 2018
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EUNY (? CUNY Citizenship Now!

101 W. 31st Street

CITIZENSHIP 9t Floor, Foam 900

NUW' New York, NY 10001
H www.cuny.edu/citizenshipnow

Dear Participants,

CUNY Citizenship Now! prepared this
Naturalization Guide to give legal
permanent residents an overview of

the laws and procedures they need to
know to become a U.S. citizen. Besides
advice on naturalizing, the Guide offers
information on how to find low-cost
Civics and English as a Second Language

(ESL) classes, and authorized immigration services providers.

We hope you find the Guide useful to you in your quest to become

a U.S. citizen. If you have any concerns, let us know.

We are here to help.

Cordially,

Allan Wernick, Esq.
Director, CUNY Citizenship Now!



READ ME FIRST!

There are many things to consider before submitting your
application for United States citizenship. The list below reflects
some of the issues that could prevent you from naturalizing.
This guide contains detailed information about the warnings
in the list below. Be sure to speak with an authorized immigration

law expert if:

e You have ever been arrested or had any contact
with law enforcement.

e You have ever lied to government officials, immigration
officers, or officers at a consulate abroad.

e You married someone only to get your green card.
e You have ever failed to pay spouse or child support.

e You are a male who lived in the United States at any
time between your 18th and 26th birthdays and did
not register with the Selective Service.

e Since becoming a permanent resident, you have spent
a lot of time outside of the United States, especially
if trips lasted more than six months at one time.

e Since becoming a permanent resident, you failed to
file an income tax return when required to do so.

e One of your parents became a U.S. citizen before
you turned 18 years old. You may already be a
U.S. citizen.

As part of the application process, U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) will review your entire immigration
and criminal history. This may be risky for some people. If you
have any questions about whether you are eligible to apply
for citizenship be sure to speak with an authorized immigration
law expert.



A. STEPS ON THE PATH
TO NATURALIZATION

Naturalization i1s the process where a person born outside the United
States voluntarily becomes a U.S. citizen. There are five basic steps to
becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen:

1. Meet the eligibility requirements

2. Complete and file Form N-400

3. Have fingerprints and photos taken
4. Pass interview and citizenship test
5. Attend a swearing-in ceremony

Citizenship Now! can help determine if you meet the eligibility
requirements and can assist you with completing your application.
We can also help you complete a fee waiver or reduced fee application if
you qualify.

This guide also contains information about the next steps after we
assist you with preparing your application, such as materials to help
you prepare for the interview and to study for the civics test.



THE PATH TO
CITIZENSHIP

RECEIPT
NOTICE*

1 Make.sqre you 2 Complete and b o USCIS sends
are eligible mail your you an |-797C*
application Notice of Action

N-659*
AND I-797C*
1-797C*
— D
6 USCIS sends you 5 Have your (@ uscis sends you
a date for your fingerprints and a "Biometrics
interview and a photo taken Appointment
list of what to bring Notice"

@ Attend your (@ uscis sends you (@ Attend your

interview the interview oath ceremony
results and, if you
passed, a notice
for the oath ceremony

Congratulations, you are a U.S. Citizen!

*You will find these numbers on the upper right side of the documents you receive from
USCIS. The steps shown here are for applications submitted by mail. You can also file your
application online at my.uscis.gov






B. BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

To Naturalize You Must:

@ (2 T 3]

LY N

T T
Be a lawful Meet the continuous
permanent Be at least 18 at the time residence and
resident (LPR) you file your application physical presence

requirements

@29 ﬂ

Speak and write

basic English Be a person of

Have lived for at least good moral character
three months
in the State or USCIS @
District where you _
will file your application® _— z

Pass a test of U.S. History Be willing to

and Government (Civics) take the oath of

allegiance

*Students may apply for naturalization either where they go to school or where
their family lives if they are still financially dependent on their parents.

1. Continuous Residence Requirement

You must show you have continuously resided in the United States
as a lawful permanent resident (LPR), for at least five years before
naturalizing. If you are married to a U.S. citizen, you can naturalize
three years after becoming a permanent resident if you are married to
and living with the same U.S. citizen for the entire three-year period.
Your spouse must have been a U.S. citizen for the three-year period as
well. (Special rules apply to active military members and some veterans.)
Continuous residence does not mean you must have been in the United



States without ever leaving during that time. It means that during
the five or three-year period all of the following were true:

e You did not abandon your permanent resident status.

e You maintained your primary place of residence in the United
States.

e You did not stay outside of the United States for one continuous
year (365 consecutive days) or more. An absence of one year
in most cases automatically breaks continuous residence.

You must be physically present in the United States for half of the
five or three-year period before applying to become a citizen. You will
need to list your trips outside the country and count the total number
of days you have spent outside the United States during the five or
three-year time period. That means the total number of days you spent
outside the United States cannot be more than 913 days in the last
five years (or 548 days in the last three years). There are some exceptions.

To naturalize, you must prove that you are a person of good moral
character. If you have a criminal record, failed to pay required spouse or
child support, have had problems with drugs or alcohol, been involved
in illegal gambling or prostitution, failed to pay your taxes, willfully
failed to register with the Selective Service, or have lied to immigration
officials to gain immigration benefits, it’s possible you will not meet the
good moral character requirement.

Parking tickets, disorderly conduct convictions, and many other minor
offenses usually will not prevent you from proving you have good moral
character. USCIS may argue you do not have good moral character if
you have repeated convictions for minor violations.

If you ever lied to get public benefits, it is possible you will not be able
to show good moral character. However, you can naturalize even if
you have been receiving means-tested public benefits, as long as
you were entitled to receive them. This includes benefits such as
food stamps or Medicaid, which are available only to individuals whose
income is below a certain level.



If you have ever been arrested, charged or convicted of a crime
(even abroad), you need to get information about your criminal record
before you apply to became a citizen. Go to the Clerk of the
court in the county/borough/city where you were arrested/charged
and get a Certified Court Disposition for every arrest or charge.
A Certified Court Disposition is an official court document that
shows the current status of a case or its final outcome.

Ordinary traffic stops or tickets will not prevent you from naturalizing.
You do not need to submit evidence of these minor offenses unless a
traffic incident was alcohol or drug related or caused serious injury to
another person. You do not need to submit documentation for traffic
fines and incidents that did not involve an actual arrest if the only
penalty was a fine of less than $500 and did not result in points on your
driver’s license.

If you have been convicted of certain serious crimes called aggravated
felonies, you may be permanently barred (prohibited) from naturalizing.
Some crimes may even cause immigration authorities to remove you
from the United States, take away your green card or may have other
serious consequences. Speak to an authorized immigration law expert
for more information.

If you purposely fail to meet your child support obligations, USCIS will
find that you are not a person of good moral character and may deny
your application for naturalization. Child support refers to financial
support you provide to your children when they do not live with you,
even if they live abroad.

Males living in the United States who are between 18 and 26 years old
must register with the Selective Service System. This includes
undocumented men, permanent residents, and citizens. The requirement
ends once the applicant reaches the age of 26. The registration
requirement does not apply to men living in the United States in lawful
nonimmigrant status, such as F-1 student visas or H-1B temporary
worker visas.

If you did not register with the Selective Service System and you are not
26 yet, you must register before you file your naturalization application.
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You can get a Selective Service registration form at your local post office
or you can register online at www.sss.gov.

If you are 31 or older at the time you file your N-400 application
(29 or older for the spouse of a U.S. citizen), you can naturalize even if
you failed to register. Even though form N-400 says you must submit
documentation about your failure to register, it is not required from
applicants who have already turned 31 (or 29 if you are married to a
U.S. citizen).

If you are between the ages of 26 and 31 years old (or 26 and 29 years
old and married to a U.S. citizen) you can naturalize even if you failed to
register. You must prove that your failure to register was not “knowing
and willful” by submitting a letter explaining why you did not register.
If you are claiming that you were unaware of your obligation to register,
you must also submit a Status Information Letter from Selective
Service stating that the agency never contacted you. You can submit
the explanation letter and the Status Information Letter either with the
naturalization application or at the time of the naturalization interview.
Instructions for requesting the Status Information Letter are online at
www.sss.gov/instructions.html.

How to Check if You Are
Registered with the Selective Service

There are two ways to check if you are registered
with the Selective Service System and to obtain your
registration date and number. Call 888-655-1825 or check
the website at www.sss.gov. Have your date of birth and
Social Security number available. To speak to a Selective
Service representative, call 847-688-6888. You will need to
include this information on your N-400 application.

At your interview you must show a basic understanding of U.S.
history and government (civics). This means you must answer six
out of ten questions correctly from a list of 100 questions provided
by USCIS.
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You must have a basic knowledge of English in order to become a U.S.
citizen. However, certain applicants may be exempt from the English
language requirement because of their age and length of time they have
been a permanent resident. You are exempt from the English language
requirement if at the time you are filing your application you have been
a permanent resident for at least 20 years and you are 50 years of age or
older (the 50/20 rule.) If you have been a permanent resident for at least
15 years and you are 55 years of age or older (the 55/15 rule), you are
also exempt from the English language requirement. If you are exempt,
you must still pass the civic knowledge test, but USCIS will test you in
your native language. For a list of the vocabulary to prepare for the
reading and writing sections of the test, go to section I. Study Materials,
pages 54 and 55 of this guide.

If you are 65 years of age or older and you have been a permanent
resident for at least 20 years (the 65/20 rule) at the time you submit
your application, you may take the simplified civics test (and have
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your interview in the language of your choice). You will need
to answer six out of ten questions from a list of 20 questions.
For a list of the 20 civics questions, go to section I. Study Materials,
pages 52-53 of this guide.

If you cannot learn or remember due to an impairment or disability,
you can apply for an exemption from the English and/or civics test.
Your licensed medical doctor, psychiatrist or clinical psychologist must
properly and completely fill out Form N-648, Medical Certification for
Disability Exceptions, with a clear and detailed explanation of the
disability and the inability to take the English and/or civics test. This
completed form is submitted with your Form N-400, Application for
Naturalization. USCIS will decide whether to approve or deny your
request at the interview.

If you need an accommodation such as a sign language interpreter,
large print materials, or extra time for the exam, be sure to note this on
your application.

The final step in becoming a U.S. citizen is taking the oath of allegiance
to the United States Constitution and form of government.

If you are unable to understand or are unwilling to take the oath because
of a disability or medical condition, you can apply for a waiver of the
oath requirement. A request for a waiver of the oath can be submitted
along with the N-648 form, but a detailed written evaluation completed
by your medical doctor or clinical psychologist in addition to other
documentation may be needed. The evaluation must explain why and
how you are unable to understand the Oath of Allegiance. You must also
have a court appointed guardian who can take the oath on your behalf.

It is not until you take the Oath of Allegiance that you actually become
a citizen. Part of the oath is giving up allegiance to other countries.
Some countries will still allow you to keep your citizenship after you
take the oath (see section C. Dual Citizenship of this guide.) To check
your country’s rules on dual citizenship, contact your country’s embassy
or consulate in the United States.
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You must also demonstrate your allegiance to the United States by being
willing to either bear arms on behalf of the United States or perform
some form of military service or civilian work of national importance.
There are some exceptions to the oath requirement for individuals with
deeply-held beliefs against military service.

If you are a U.S. military veteran or currently serving in the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or other qualifying member of
the Armed Forces, you may be able to naturalize without meeting the
normal residence and physical presence requirements. You are also
exempt from paying the application and biometrics (fingerprinting) fees.

Individuals presently serving in the U.S. military during a time of war
qualify for naturalization regardless of immigration status. Go to www.
uscis.gov/military for more information.
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C. DUAL CITIZENSHIP

Special thanks to the volunteers at Bloomberg L.P. for researching and

updating these lists. These lists last revised on October 2017.

The countries below have laws on dual citizenship (being a citizen
of two countries at the same time). Many countries have restrictions
regarding losing or acquiring additional citizenship. Please note not
all countries are listed below. For more information about losing your
present citizenship when you naturalize as a U.S. citizen, speak with
a representative of your government. Even if your country allows
dual citizenship you are required by U.S. law to use a U.S. passport
to leave and re-enter the United States after becoming a U.S. citizen.
The countries marked with an asterisk (*) have restrictions or exceptions.

Albania
Angola

Antigua and
Barbuda

Argentina
Armenia*
Australia
Bahrain*
Barbados
Belgium*
Belize
Benin
Bolivia
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Canada
Cape Verde
Chad
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia
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Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark*

Djibouti

Dominica*

Dominican
Republic*

Ecuador

Egypt*

El Salvador*

Equatorial
Guinea*

Fiji
Finland
France
Gambia
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana*
Haiti
Honduras*
Hungary
Iceland

Iraq

Ireland
Israel*

Italy

Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Jordan*
Kenya*
Latvia
Lebanon
Libya*
Liechtenstein®
Lithuania*
Macedonia
Maldives
Mali

Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Nauru*
Netherlands*
New Zealand
Nigeria*
Pakistan
Palau
Panama*

Papua New
Guinea

Paraguay*
Peru
Philippines*
Poland
Portugal
Qatar*
Romania
Russia*
Rwanda
Samoa*
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Slovenia
South Africa*
South Korea*
Spain*

Sri Lanka*
St. Kitts and Nevis
St. Lucia

St. Vincent*
Sudan
Swaziland*
Sweden



Switzerland
Syria
Taiwan*
Togo

Tonga

*

Afghanistan
Algeria*
Andorra
Austria*
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Botswana*
Brunei
Cameroon*
Central African
Republic*
China
Congo
Cuba*
DR Congo
Eritrea*

Trinidad & Uganda
Tobago* United Kingdom

Tunisia Uruguay

Turkey* Venezuela*

Tuvalu Vietnam*

Estonia* Macau

Ethiopia Madagascar®

Gabon Malawi*

Georgia* Malaysia

Germany* Marshall Islands*

Hong Kong Mauritania*®

India Micronesia*

Indonesia Moldova

Iran* Monaco

Japan Mongolia

Kazakhstan Morocco

Kiribati* Mozambique*

Kuwait Myanmar (Burma)

Kyrgyz Republic ~ Namibia*

Laos Nepal

Lesotho Niger

Liberia* North Korea

Disclaimer:

Yemen*
Zambia
Zimbabwe*

Norway
Oman
Sao Tomé and
Principe*
Seychelles*
Singapore
Slovakia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
Surinam
Tanzania
Thailand
Ukraine

United Arab
Emirates

Uzbekistan*
Vanuatu®

*

We do not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the information contained
in these lists or that such information is up-to-date. The information in these
lists are provided “AS-IS” and we hereby expressly disclaim any and all
representations and warranties of every kind, express and/or implied, including,
without limitation, any representation or warranty as to suitability, reliability,
applicability, accuracy, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, or
compliance with laws or government rules or regulations relevant to the project.

You are wholly responsible for verifying all information and conclusions herein.
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D. REQUESTING A FEE WAIVER OR
REDUCED FEE FOR YOUR APPLICATION

1. Requesting a Fee Waiver for Your Application

When you file your naturalization application, you must submit the
entire fee of $725 or you must submit a fee waiver request. The filing
fee 1s $640 for applicants age 75 years of age or older. If you are unable
to pay the naturalization filing fee, you can request USCIS waive it.
To qualify for a fee waiver, you must prove your inability to pay. If you
apply for a fee waiver and USCIS rejects your request, USCIS will send
your application back to you instructing you to submit the filing fee or to
submit further proof that you are unable to pay the required processing
fee. To request a fee waiver, file USCIS Form I1-912.

You can show you qualify for a fee waiver based on three main criteria:

1. Your Household Income is 150% or less than the Poverty
Guideline. USCIS uses Form I1-912P, HHS Poverty Guidelines,
which is updated every year, to review your income. If the
combined income of everyone in your household falls below the
guidelines listed in the chart on Form I-912P, then you qualify
for a fee waiver. You will need to provide proof of income by
submitting federal tax returns or other proof of income that
demonstrates your inability to pay the N-400 filing fee.

2. You Receive a Means-Tested Public Benefit. If you are receiving
a means-tested benefit and want to request a fee waiver for your
N-400, you must submit a letter proving you currently receive the
stated benefit along with the Form I-912. The benefit letter
must be dated be in English and contain all of the following:

e Name of agency awarding the benefit

e Name of person receiving the benefit

e Date the benefit was awarded

e Date the benefit will expire (if applicable)

e Proof that you are currently receiving the benefit

3. You Have a Financial Hardship that Prevents You From
Paying the Filing Fee. USCIS will take into consideration
unexpected circumstances such as emergency medical bills, natural
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disasters, homelessness or sudden unemployment. See section 3
of this chapter for the documents that will help prove you qualify

for a fee waiver based on hardship.

Most Common Means-Tested Public Benefits

e Supplemental Security Income (SSI): The Social Security
Administration pays SSI benefits to people who are blind or
disabled, 65 years of age or older and have limited income
and resources.

e Medicaid: Medicaid provides free public health insurance
to low-income individuals.

e SNAP (Food Stamps): The Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) provides a card to pay for food.
The monthly amount on the card depends on household
income.

e Cash Assistance: Called Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) in most states, this 1s a short-term cash
benefit for families with children.

e Housing Choice Voucher Program: Sometimes called
Section 8 or Public Housing, this program provides rental
assistance to low-income families.

Benefits that Are Not Means-Tested

Certain benefits are not means-tested because there is no

income or assets test required to receive them. These include:

e Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI): SSDI is a
cash benefit paid to people with long-term disabilities who
are not yet at retirement age.

e Medicare: Medicare is a nationwide health insurance
program for people age 65 or older. Some people under 65
with certain disabilities or medical conditions may qualify
as well. Generally, Medicare helps with cost of health
care, but it does not cover all expenses or the cost of most
long-term care.
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2. Requesting a Reduced Fee for Your Application

If you do not qualify for a full fee waiver based on the three criteria
previously mentioned (receipt of means-tested benefits, income at or
below 150% of the poverty guidelines, or a financial hardship situation)
you may qualify for a reduced fee. The reduced fee for the Form N-400
is $320 along with an $85 biometrics (fingerprinting) fee, for a total of
$405. You must send a personal check or money order for the reduced
fee with your naturalization application. Applicants age 75 or older do
not have to pay the $85 biometrics fee. They should submit a check or
money order for $320 only. To request a reduced fee for the processing of
your naturalization application, file USCIS Form I1-942.

You can show you qualify for a reduced fee if your household income
is between 150% and 200% of the poverty guidelines. USCIS uses
Form I-942P, Income Guidelines for Reduced Fees, to determine if
your household income falls between the amounts set by the poverty
guidelines. If you qualify for the reduced fee, you provide proof of income
by submitting federal tax returns. If for some reason you did not file
taxes, you can submit other proof of income such as paystubs or a letter
from your employer on business letterhead stating the amount of wages
paid to you.

3. Documents to Help Determine if You Qualify
for a Fee Waiver or Reduced Fee

To help determine if you qualify for a reduced fee, a fee waiver based on
income, or a fee waiver based on financial hardship, bring the documents
below to your appointment with an authorized immigration law expert:

O Copy of IRS federal tax returns for the most recent tax year
(for each person in the household who works and files taxes)
with any attached schedules (i.e. W2s and 1099s)

O Copies of paystubs for the past 1-2 months or a statement
from your employer on business letterhead showing salary
or wages paid

O Copies of child support letter or spousal support (alimony)
O Copy of receipt of Unemployment Benefits
O Copy of receipt of Workers Compensation

O Social Security Administration Benefit Verification Letter
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[ Copies of all recent utility bills (gas, electric, internet,
cable, phone)

[0 Copy of lease, rental agreement or mortgage payments

O Copy of last 3 bank statements for each checking and/or
savings account

O Proof of all other expenses (including medical bills,
insurance, loans and credit card payments)
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E. SUBMITTING YOUR FORM
N-400 APPLICATION

1. Here is a checklist of what you must mail to USCIS with your
Form N-400:

O Form N-400: Answer all questions and sign and date Part 13.

O Additional pages: Include these for work and residence
history, trips, prior marriages, children or for other
questions that need a continuation sheet.

O Proof of your permanent resident status: Copy of front
and back of your Green Card or copy of I-551 stamp in your
passport indicating your A-Number. If your green card
is expired or will expire within six months of filing your
naturalization application, you should renew your green
card before your naturalization interview. For more
information about the process for renewing your green
card, speak with an authorized immigration law expert.

O Check or Money Order for $725%: Made payable to “U.S.
Department of Homeland Security.” Write your name
and A-Number on the front of the check or money order.
You may also pay by credit card by submitting a
completed and signed Form G-1450 Authorization for Credit
Card Transactions.

Note: Applicants 75 and older are exempt from paying the
$85* biometric fee and must appear in person to
have their photos taken at the Application Support
Center (ASC). The total fee for applicants over age 75
is $640%*.

OR
Submit Form I-912, Request for Fee Waiver with

supporting documents or Submit Form [-942,
Request for Reduced Fee with supporting documents.

2. Mail your complete application and documents using the Postal
Service to the USCIS address with jurisdiction over where you
live. Go to www.uscis.gov or call 800-375-5283 to find out what
jurisdiction you are in.
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3. Remember to make and keep a copy of everything you send to
USCIS including the application itself, your postal receipts, and
receipts for the money order, if you sent one.

*All fees listed as of September 2018. For updated fees, check
www.uscis.gov/form

To check on how long USCIS expects to take to make a decision on your
application, you can check the USCIS website for N-400 processing
times. Do this by visiting www.uscis.gov and clicking on “Check
Processing Times.” Choose “N-400, Application for Naturalization” from
the “Forms” drop down menu. Next, choose your local Field Office then
click the button that says “Get Processing Time.”
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F. AFTER SUBMITTING YOUR
APPLICATION: NEXT STEPS

Within three to four weeks of mailing your application, you should get
a receipt notice in the mail from USCIS verifying they have received
your application. The receipt notice serves as confirmation that your
application is in process and that your payment is accepted or your
fee waiver approved. Keep this receipt as proof USCIS received your
application. If you do not receive a notice, call USCIS customer service
at: 800-375-5283.

Shortly after getting your receipt notice, you will receive a “biometrics”
appointment notice to have your fingerprints and photographs taken.
You must go to this appointment with a photo ID and your appointment
notice. If you fail to go to this appointment, USCIS will deny your
application. Applicants 75 years or older will not be fingerprinted
but still must appear in person to the designated Application
Support Center (ASC) to have their photograph taken. Only a USCIS
designated Application Support Center (ASC) can do fingerprinting for
naturalization purposes.

About two to three months after your fingerprints are taken you will
be scheduled for your naturalization interview. Again, you will receive
form I-797C Notice of Action in the mail with the time, date and location
of your scheduled interview with a USCIS officer. Be sure to bring all the
documents USCIS requests along with your naturalization interview
appointment notice (originals and copies).

At the interview, a USCIS officer will review your N-400 application to
make sure you meet the qualifications for citizenship, and will test you
on civics and on your ability to understand, speak, read and write basic
English (unless you meet certain exemptions). Please see section I. Study
Materials for additional information and test preparation materials.
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At the start of your interview, the USCIS officer will ask you to stand,
raise your right hand and swear under oath that all the information
you are about to give is true. After you have taken this oath, the USCIS
officer will review the documents you are required to bring with you, such
as your tax returns for the last five (or three) years and your application
to make sure that the statements you made in it are accurate. See the
green box to find out what to bring to your interview. You should disclose
any changes that happened since you submitted your application, such
as marriage, travel abroad, or change in employment. The officer will
update your file based on the information you provide.

Your ability to speak and understand English is determined during this
interview based on the way you answer the questions the USCIS officer
asks you. The officer will also assess your English reading and writing
ability and civics knowledge, during the interview. You will be asked to
read up to three sentences in English and to write up to three dictated
sentences in English. You will be tested orally with up to ten questions
on civics. The questions are chosen randomly by the USCIS computer
system from a list of 100 questions. (See section I. Study Materials to
find the 100 civics questions for the naturalization test).

Applicants will be asked 10 questions and must answer six correctly.
As discussed earlier, some older, long-time residents and some disabled
residents are not required to read, write and speak English in order
to become U.S. citizens but may have to take the civics portion of the
test in their native language. The USCIS Citizenship Resource Center
(www.uscis.gov/citizenship) provides an overview of the naturalization
interview and test. Other materials are available in English, Spanish,
Chinese, Arabic, Korean, Tagalog and Vietnamase. CUNY Citizenship
Now! also lists the questions on our website. Check www.cuny.edu/
citizenshipnow for test resources.

What to Bring to the Interview:

When you receive your USCIS interview notice you will also
receive a list of documents you must bring with you to your
interview. Some of the documents to bring are your green
card, all current and expired passports, and copies of your
tax returns for the past five (or three) years. Depending on
your individual case you may need to bring other documents
listed, such as original Certificates of Disposition for any
arrests. Bring an extra copy of all documents in the notice in
case the USCIS officer requests to keep them on file.

31



/ Males between the ages of 18 and 31 should bring proof
of registration with the Selective Service System. If you
did not register when you were required to do so, males
between the ages of 18 and 31 should also bring a Status
Information Letter with them to the interview. Instructions
for requesting the Status Information Letter are online at:
www.sss.gov/instructions.html.

vif you are unable to take the full oath of allegiance because
of religious beliefs, you should bring a letter from your
religious institution explaining how your beliefs prevent you
from taking the oath. Individuals who have other deeply-
held beliefs that prevent them from taking the full oath,
should provide a written affidavit.

If you fail the English or civics tests you will be scheduled for another
appointment to retake the test within 90 days. You will not have to pay
another fee or resubmit your fee waiver. If you fail the test a second
time, your application will be denied. There is no limit to how often you
can re-apply for citizenship. Keep in mind that each time you apply, you
will be required to pay the filing fee or submit a new fee waiver request.

The USCIS officer will usually decide your case at the interview.
The law requires USCIS to make a decision within 120 days of the date
of your interview. If you passed, you will be scheduled for the final
step, the swearing-in (or oath) ceremony, about one to two months later.
If you did not pass, the officer will give you a paper explaining the
reason. You may have to send in more documentation or take the test
again. If USCIS approves your naturalization application during the
interview, the USCIS officer may give you the choice of waiting in the
office to be given a swearing-in ceremony notice or having USCIS mail
the notice for you to appear at a later date.

At the time of the swearing-in ceremony, you will take the Oath of
Allegiance to the United States and become a naturalized citizen.
If you requested a name change, a Federal Judge or Magistrate will
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swear you in. If you did not request a name change, a USCIS officer
may swear you in. If your name was changed through marriage or
divorce, a USCIS officer may swear you in. Your Certificate of
Naturalization will be issued in your new name. You become a U.S.
citizen when you complete the swearing-in ceremony and receive your
Certificate of Naturalization.

If USCIS denies your application, the USCIS officer must inform you
that you have 30 days to request a hearing before an immigration
officer. A request for a hearing is made by filing Form N-336 along with
the filing fee, or with a fee waiver if you qualify. If you are not successful
at that hearing, you may seek a review of the decision in federal court.

*For updated fees, check www.uscis.gov/forms

If you think your address will change while you have an application
pending with USCIS, use a post office box or list the mailing address of a
friend or relative on the form N-400 to make sure you receive all notices
from USCIS. If you move after filing your application, you must update
your address by completing all of the following steps:

e If you change your address online with USCIS you do not need
to file a paper form. If you file a paper change of address form
(AR-11,) you should also report your change of address over
the phone by calling 800-375-5283. To do this you will need your
receipt number. There is no fee required to file an AR-11.

e Inform the post office you have moved. You can do this online at
WWWw.usps.com or by visiting your local post office.

What to do if you don’t have your receipt number:

e If you have not yet received a receipt notice with a
receipt number for your application, you can still submit a
change of address.

e If you paid for your application by check, contact your bank for
a copy of the check image. On the back of the check image
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is your 13-digit USCIS receipt number. If you paid for your
application by money order, you can change your address
without a receipt number, by calling the National Customer
Service Center at 800-375-5283.






G. NOW THAT YOU ARE A U.S. CITIZEN

Congratulations on becoming a U.S. citizen! Below is a list of some
important next steps you can take.

Now That You Are a U.S. Citizen:

Register to Vote

Y

Update your Social .«
Security Records /‘ﬂ"

Apply for a U.S. @g‘\

Passport

Obtain a certificate
of Citizenship for
your Children

Serve on a Jury

1. Register to Vote

Voter registration varies from state to state, but usually in order to
register to vote you must be: a U.S. citizen, at least 18-years-old on
election day, a resident of the state where you plan to vote, and not be
convicted of felony or be on parole for committing a felony, and not claim
the right to vote in another state, borough, county or city. To learn
how to register to vote in your state, visit the website for the National
Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) at http:/
www.naleo.org/vote.
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2. Update Your Social Security Records

After you become a U.S. citizen, you should update your Social Security
records. You will keep the same social security number after you become
a U.S. citizen. To find your local Social Security office, call 1-800-772-
1213 or visit www.socialsecurity.gov.

3. Apply for a U.S. Passport

You can learn about how to apply for a U.S. passport from the U.S.
Department of State by visiting www.travel.state.gov or by calling
the National Passport Information Center (NPIC) at 1-877-487-2778.
You may also ask for a paper application at your local post office.
Routine processing of the U.S. passport is approximately six weeks
from the time you apply. If you travel outside the United States you can
also receive assistance from a U.S. consulate overseas.

4. Obtain a Certificate of Citizenship for Your Child

Children under 18 may become U.S. citizens on the day you naturalize.
This is called derivative citizenship and is common when a parent
naturalizes.

Under the current law, in order for a child who was born outside the
United States to derive U.S. citizenship, one or both parents must
be U.S. citizens. In addition, the child must also meet the following
requirements: be unmarried and under 18 years of age; the child must
be a lawful permanent resident (green card holder); the child must
reside with the naturalized citizen parent(s) in the United States; and
finally, the naturalized citizen parent(s) must have physical and legal
custody of the minor child.

It does not matter in which order the requirements are met as long
as they are all met before the child reaches her or his 18th birthday.
The rules for derivative citizenship apply to biological children and to
adopted children who meet the definition of “adopted child” under U.S.
immigration law. Step-children who were not adopted cannot derive
U.S. citizenship through a step-parent. Different rules apply to children
born out of wedlock.

A child who derives U.S. citizenship becomes a U.S. citizen without
needing to apply for citizenship through the process of naturalization.
To have proof of his/her citizenship, the child can apply for a U.S.
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passport through the U.S. Department of State or for a Certificate of
Citizenship through the United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) by filling out the form N-600 and including the
necessary supporting documents.

5. Jury Duty

The constitution of the United States guarantees defendants in
criminal trials and people in civil trials the right to a trial by jury.
A civic duty of U.S. citizens is to serve on a jury, which is a group of
(usually 12) people who swear to give a true verdict (decision) in a
legal case. In the American justice system, the judge determines
the law to be applied in a case and the jury decides the guilt or
innocence of the accused. The jury is supposed to represent a fair
cross section of the community where the court is located. To find out
information about jury service in your state, visit http://www.ncsc.org.
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H. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Remember, the information listed below often changes. Contact each
organization directly to find the most up-to-date information about
services, the languages they offer, their fees, intake and appointment
procedures.

ImmigrationLawHelp.org immigrationlawhelp.org

Helping low-income immigrants find legal help

Search for free or low-cost immigration legal services providers in all
50 states. Enter your zip code to find assistance with various types of
immigration legal services at a location near you.

www.uscis.gov/findaclass
www.uscis.gov/citizenship

To find citizenship resources and study materials for the naturalization
interview and test.

www.ailalawyer.com

Search for AILA member private attorneys by language, area of
immigration expertise and/or geographic area.

www.uscis.gov/avoid-scams
www.stopnotariofraud.org
If you are a victim of immigration fraud or to
report fraudulent activity in your community.

For more information about common scams and a
full list of how to report immigration scams.
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I. STUDY MATERIALS

As we explained on page 12, when you go for your interview the USCIS
Officer will assess your English and Civics knowledge. For a list of
the civics questions and answers that you could be asked, see below.
(The officer will ask up to 10 questions randomly selected by the USCIS
computer system.) The elderly will need to answer just 10 questions
from the list. Those questions can be found in pages 52 and 53.
For a list of words that you may need for the English test, see pages 54
and 55.

A. One Hundred Questions and Answers
for the Naturalization Test

American Government
Principles of American Democracy

1. Q. What is the supreme law of the land?
A. The Constitution

2. Q. What does the Constitution do?

A. Sets up the government, defines the government, protects basic
rights of Americans

3. Q. The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the
Constitution. What are these words?

A. We the People

4. Q. What is an amendment?
A. A change (to the Constitution); an addition (to the
Constitution,)
5. Q. What do we call the first ten amendments to the
Constitution?
A. The Bill of Rights
6. Q. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment?
A. Speech; religion; assembly; press; petition the government
7. Q. How many amendments does the Constitution have?
A. Twenty-seven (27)
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8. Q. What did the Declaration of Independence do?

A. Announced our independence (from Great Britain); declared our
independence (from Great Britain), said that the United States
is free (from Great Britain)

9. Q. What are two rights in the Declaration of Independence?
A. Life; liberty, pursuit of happiness
10. Q. What is freedom of religion?
A. You can practice any religion, or not practice a religion.
11. Q. What is the economic system in the United States?
A. Capitalist economy, market economy
12. Q. What is the “rule of law”?
A. Everyone must follow the law, Leaders must obey the law;
Government must obey the law; No one is above the law
System of Government ||
13. Q. Name one branch or part of the government. LA

A. Congress; legislative, President, executive;

the courts; judicial 'I—I—I'

. What stops one branch of government
from becoming too powerful?

14.

¥-»)

. Checks and balances; separation of powers

15. Q. Who is in charge of the executive branch?

. The President

16. Q. Who makes federal laws?

D R D

. Congress; Senate and House (of Representatives);
(U.S. or national) legislature

17. Q. What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress?

. The Senate and House (of Representatives)

18. Q. How many U.S. Senators are there?

. One hundred (100)

19. Q. We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years?

. Six (6)

s DI D N D)
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25

26

27

28

29

30
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Q.
A

. Answers will vary. [For New York the answer is Kirsten

2

>0 O >

Q.
A.

A.

A.

Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators now?

Gillibrand or Charles Schumer.]

. The House of Representatives has how many voting

members?

. Four hundred thirty-five (435)

. We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years?
. Two (2)

. Name your U.S. Representative.

. [Answers will vary. You can identify your U.S. Representative

at www.house.gov or by calling the U.S. House of
Representatives at 202-224-3121.]

Who does a U.S. Senator represent?
All people of the state

. Q. Why do some states have more Representatives than other

states?

(Because of) the state’s population, (because) they have more
people; (because) some states have more people

. Q. We elect a President for how many years?
A.

Four (4)

. Q. In what month do we vote for President?
A.

November

. Q. What is the name of the President of the United States now?
A.

Donald J. Trump,; Donald Trump; Trump

. Q. What is the name of the Vice President of the United States

now?
Michael R. Pence; Mike Pence; Pence

. Q. If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President?
A.

The Vice President
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

. Q. If both the President and the Vice President can no longer
serve, who becomes President?

. The Speaker of the House

. Who is the Commander in Chief of the military?
. The President

. Who signs bills to become laws?
The President

. Who vetoes bills?
. The President

. What does the President’s Cabinet do?
. Advises the President

. What are two Cabinet-level positions?

BO 2O 2O RO 2O

. Secretary of Agriculture; Secretary of Commerce; Secretary of

Defense,; Secretary of Education,; Secretary of Energy; Secretary

of Health and Human Services, Secretary of Homeland
Security, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development;

Secretary of the Interior; Secretary of Labor; Secretary of State;

Secretary of Transportation, Secretary of the Treasury;

Secretary of Veterans Affairs; Attorney General; Vice President

. What does the judicial branch do?

s O

decides if a law goes against the Constitution

. What is the highest court in the United States?
. The Supreme Court

. How many justices are on the Supreme Court?
. Nine (9)

. Who is the Chief Justice of the United States now?
. John Roberts (John G. Roberts, Jr.)

O 2O 2O 2O

. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal

government. What is one power of the federal government?

hS

. To print money; to declare war, to create an army; to make
treaties

. Reviews laws; explains laws, resolves disputes (disagreements);
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42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Q. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the states.
What is one power of the states?

A. Provide schooling and education,; provide protection (police);
provide safety (fire departments); give a driver’s license;
approve zoning and land use

Q. Who is the Governor of your state now?

A. Answers will vary. [For New York the answer is
Andrew M. Cuomo.]

Q. What is the capital of your state?
A. Answers will vary. [For New York the answer is Albany.]

Q. What are the two major political parties in the United States?

A. Democratic and Republican

Q. What is the political party of the President now?
A. Republican (Party)

Q. What is the name of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives now?

A. To find out who the Speaker of the House is, call the
U.S. House of Representatives at 202-224-3121 or visit
www.house. gov.

Rights and Responsibilities

Q. There are four amendments to the Constitution about who
can vote. Describe one of them.
A. Citizens eighteen (18) and older (can vote); You don’t have to
pay (a poll tax) to vote; Any citizen can vote. (Women and men
can vote.); A male citizen of any race (can vote).

¥-n)

. What is one responsibility that is only for United States
citizens?
. Serve on a jury; vote in a federal election

Name one right only for United States citizens.

. Vote in a federal election, run for federal office

. What are two rights of everyone living in the United States?

SO pO

. Freedom of expression, freedom of speech; freedom of assembly;
freedom to petition the government; freedom of religion;
the right to bear arms



52. Q. What do we show loyalty to when we say the Pledge of
Allegiance?

A. The United States; the flag

53. Q.What is one promise you make when you become a United
States citizen?

A. Give up loyalty to other countries; defend the Constitution
and laws of the United States; obey the laws of the United
States; serve in the U.S. military (if needed); serve (do
important work for) the nation (if needed); be loyal to the
United States

54. Q. How old do citizens have to be to vote for President?
A. Eighteen (18) and older

55. Q. What are two ways that Americans can participate in their
democracy?

A. Vote, join a political party; help with a campaign, join a civic
group; join a community group,; give an elected official your
opinion on an issue; call Senators 